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Russia-Backed Move to Curb Powers of
Chemical Weapons Watchdog Fails
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A Chinese-Russian attempt to undercut new powers by the global chemical weapons agency to
assign blame for attacks with banned poisons in Syria, but which was opposed by the West,
failed to win enough support in a vote at the organization on Tuesday.

The vote at the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) took place at a
time of heightened tension between Russia and the West over the systematic use of chemical
weapons in the Syrian war.

The draft decision put to a vote by the OPCW's members was blocked with 82 against and 30 in
favor. The other countries were either absent or abstained from voting.

Later on Tuesday, OPCW members will be asked for the first time to vote on the organization's
budget, which usually passes by consensus, but is being challenged by Russia and its allies.
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At a special session of the agency's 193 members on June 27, a British-led proposal to create a
team to identify organizations or individuals responsible for chemical weapons attacks in
Syria easily won a two-thirds majority of votes.

Related article: EU Agrees New Sanctions Regime Targeting Perpetrators of Chemical Attacks

A new team of 10 specialists is expected to start work on Syria under its mandate early next
year. The team's powers will later be widened to identify those responsible for attacks
worldwide.

The team was created in response to an upsurge in the use of chemical weapons in recent
years, notably in the Syrian conflict, where scores of attacks with sarin and chlorine have been
carried out by Syrian forces and rebel groups, according to a joint United Nations-OPCW
investigation.

The granting of new powers was supported by the United States and European Union, but
opposed by Russia, Iran, Syria and their allies.
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