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An activist representing Russia’s ethnic Ingush people in Europe has said armed gunmen in
masks abducted his nephew and forced him to speak out against his uncle before releasing
him.

Ibragim Lyanov, who heads the European Ingush Association, told MBKh Media that his
nephew Rustam Lyanov had been abducted and taken to an undisclosed location late on
Sunday. 

Related article: In Ingushetia, Russia’s Smallest Region, Protests Are Reaching a Boiling Point

“They told my nephew that if he doesn’t say what they want, they’ll kill his younger brother
and mother in the next room,” the opposition outlet quoted Lyanov as saying Monday.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/26/in-ingushetia-russia-smallest-region-protests-are-reaching-a-boiling-point
https://zen.yandex.ru/media/id/5bbdf4dea5bd5400a990f1f5/glava-evropeiskoi-associacii-ingushei-soobscil-o-pohiscenii-plemiannika-5be949e98dc6dd00a93cc896?from=editor


Lyanov says he suspects his nephew’s captors have links to regional leader Yunus-Bek
Yevkurov.

“They forced him to speak out against me on camera so that I didn’t say anything against
Yevkurov,” he said.

Yevkurov, the head of Russia’s republic of Ingushetia since 2008, faced local protests last
month after signing a controversial border-swap deal with neighboring Chechnya.

“Yevkurov forgot that I’m an Ingush, I still have Ingush methods. I’ll hold him to account in
accordance with the laws of the Ingush mountains,” Lyanov warned.
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