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Russia Unveils Wind Farm in Town North
of Arctic Circle to Reduce Diesel
Consumption
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A Russian energy company has opened a wind farm in a remote village north of the Arctic
Circle to help 4,600 of its residents reduce reliance on expensive diesel generators and fuel
deliveries.

Russia’s RusHydro electric company teamed up with Japanese researchers and the
administration of Russia’s Far Eastern republic of Sakha last year on an energy management
system aimed at stabilizing the remote settlement’s power grid. The “Polar Microgrid
System” project’s stated goal is to integrate existing generating facilities with wind turbine
generators and storage batteries.
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As part of the project, a 900 kilowatt wind power plant was inaugurated in the windy town of
Tiksi on Wednesday, RusHydro said in a press release.

The three turbines used in the plant were built by Japan’s Komaihaltec renewable energy
company and are able to withstand freezing temperatures of up to minus 50 degrees Celsius
and high winds, it said.

The wind farm will help Tiksi residents reduce their reliance on diesel by 500 metric tons a
year, RusHydro estimated.

“We expect the equipment will withstand harsh climate conditions and prove its
effectiveness,” its general director Nikolai Shulginov said.

Sakha Governor Aisen Nikolayev said the project “would help improve living conditions of
Tiksi residents who live in some of the most extreme climate conditions on our planet.”

RusHydro said it plans to start building a 3 megawatt diesel plant to integrate with the wind
farm next year for a total capacity of 3.9 megawatts.

In addition to the newly opened wind farm, RusHydro said it operates four wind farms in
remote Siberian and Far East locations with a combined capacity of almost 2,500 kilowatts.
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