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The European Court of Human Rights has ordered Russia to pay 1.5 million euros in damages
to the relatives of 22 individuals who disappeared in Chechnya between 2001 to 2005 after
allegedly being detained by federal security forces.

Russia fought two wars against separatists in the majority Muslim republic of Chechnya in
1994-1996 and 1999-2009. In a previous court case, the European Court of Human Rights
found Russia responsible for 18 deaths resulting from a military strike on a village in
Chechnya in February 2000, ordering it to pay more than 1 million euros in damages.

Related article: ECHR Holds Russia Responsible for Civilian Killings During Chechen War

The European Court ruled Tuesday that the disappeared individuals’ right to life, liberty,
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judicial protection, and the prohibition of torture and inhumane treatment had been violated
and ordered the compensation of twenty groups of relatives.

According to the Mediazona news outlet, representatives of the Russian Justice Ministry said
that the relatives of the abductees did not provide sufficient evidence that federal troops or
other representatives of the state took part in the operations.

Justice Initiative, a Dutch-based NGO that helped represent 13 of the applicants who won their
cases, reported that the Russian government would be unable to appeal the ruling.

“It’s been 16 years since the moment Magomed disappeared, but I remember the day like it
was yesterday: Military men stormed in at 3 a.m., and arrested two of us,” a relative of one of
the abducted men told Justice Initiative.“I was later released but they took my brother away,”
he added.

According to Justice Initiative lawyer Olga Gnezdilova, “only two bodies have been found of
the 15 men that vanished.”
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