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Russian authorities are investigating the mysterious death of a Nigerian immigrant at a
nightclub 500 kilometers north of Moscow.

Gabriel Segun Ajayi, 32, gained national attention this spring after a daytime talk show
covered his family life in the northwestern region of Vologda, where he moved to marry a
Russian woman. State media has called Ajayi a “Nigerian prince” because he is said to be the
son of one of the tribal leaders in his native country.

Related article: Scammed Nigerians Stranded in Russia Amid World Cup Trafficking Fears

Ajayi’s Russian wife told official media in the steel town of Cherepovets that he had died from
a heart attack at a nightclub late on Friday.

https://youtu.be/7uPH_P0Q8ag?t=115
https://youtu.be/Zw76jmvaXL0?t=13
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“He wasn’t taking any drugs, he was just sitting there drinking tea,” Natalia Vedenina, 50,
was quoted as saying Monday.

“My husband hasn’t previously complained about his heart. I found out about everything two
hours later,” she said.

Ajayi, who met Vedenina online in 2009 and married her in 2013, is survived by 14 month old
twin boys.

Regional investigators told Interfax that they have launched a probe into Ajayi’s death.

“[A] forensic examination will provide more precise information about the cause of death.
There is currently no reason to suspect there was any foul play,” the Investigative
Committee’s Vologda branch said.

A feature on Cherepovets mayor’s office website in 2015 said local residents had accepted the
newcomer as their own.

“However, the African national doesn’t risk going out into the city in the evening: He fears it
will be difficult to communicate with the police because of a language barrier,” the report
said.
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