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A Russian Foreign Ministry official has said that Britain has been Russia’s enemy since Ivan
the Terrible reigned over Medieval Rus’, in response to reports that London was considering
retaliatory cyberattacks against Moscow.

The Sunday Times cited unnamed senior security sources in reporting that the U.K. has tested
capabilities to cause mass blackouts, including in the Kremlin, if Russia encroached on
neighboring Estonia, intervened in Libya or attacked British troops. The publication cited a
source as saying: “This is why cyber is so important; you can go on the offensive and turn off
the lights in Moscow to tell them that they are not doing the right things.” 

Related article: Britain Accuses Russia's GRU Military Intelligence of Global Cyber Attacks

Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister Oleg Syromolotov blasted the report in comments to state-
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media on Tuesday.

“Great Britain has been Russia’s enemy since Ivan the Terrible,” he told the state-run RIA
Novosti news agency.

“If they are making such declarations, then they will probably try it out, but we’ll defend
ourselves and the response will be quite severe,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Russian Embassy in London criticized the report as an abuse of press freedom
and said: “We assume that the United Kingdom [will fulfill] its fundamental prohibition
against the use or threat of force.”  
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