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Trust in President Vladimir Putin has dropped by 20 points in a year as the public continues to
express dissatisfaction with a new law that pushes back retirement for many middle-aged
working Russians, new survey results say.

Putin signed into law controversial legislation to raise the pension eligibility age to 65 for
men and 60 for women starting in 2019 last week despite months of nationwide protests. The
independent Levada Center pollster said last week that trust in the Russian presidency as an
institution had sunk to pre-Crimean annexation levels amid rising anger over the unpopular
law.

Related article: Putin Signs Controversial Pension Age Law

Results published by Levada on Monday showed Putin’s personal trustworthiness levels
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dropping from 59 percent in November 2017 to 39 percent in September 2018. In June, when
the government announced the pension reform plans, 48 percent of respondents said they
trusted Putin. 

“People believe that the state is trying to solve its problems at the expense of the population,”
Levada director Lev Gudkov told the Vedomosti business daily. “It encroached on something
that the people consider their own – pension savings.”

Trust in Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu dropped by eight points in a year, tying him with
firebrand systemic opposition figure Vladimir Zhirinovsky for second place in the trust rating
with 15 percent.

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov’s trust levels dropped from 19 percent in November 2017 to 10
percent in the latest poll.

Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev, the subject of jailed opposition leader Alexei Navalny’s
corruption investigation that drew thousands of young Russians to the streets in 2017,
traditionally tops the list of most distrusted politicians — with 31 percent in the latest poll.
Putin’s mistrust levels rose from 7 percent to 13 percent in a year.

With 3 percent, Navalny himself is second only to Sergei Mironov, leader of the systemic
opposition A Just Russia party, whom Levada’s respondents distrust the most.

Levada conducted the poll among 1,600 respondents in 52 Russian regions between Sept. 20
and Sept. 26. Respondents in the polls were asked to name five to six politicians whom they
trust and distrust the most.
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