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On Tuesday, the head of Russia's National Guard, Viktor Zolotov, challenged opposition
politician Alexei Navalny to a fight over an anti-corruption video alleging state corruption.

“I’m simply challenging you to combat,” Zolotov said in the video message. “I promise to
turn you into a juicy pounded steak in a few minutes.”

The Russian internet was quick to react to the latest incident of bizarre statecraft in the
country.

Here are our favorites:

"Navalny vs. Zolotov. The 21st century versus 1937... a law-abiding citizen versus a thieving
doormat." 

https://themoscowtimes.com/news/russian-national-guard-chief-challenges-navalny-to-a-duel-62843


Embed:

#Навальный VS #Золотов 21 век против 37 года...законопослушный
гражданин против воровской подстилки... pic.twitter.com/9QWwv80pyJ

— Lexx Loki (@LexxLoki) 11 сентября 2018 г.

Some compared the showdown to the upcoming fight between Connor McGregor and Khabib
Nurmagomedov.
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Глава Росгвардии Виктор Золотов вызвал на дуэль политика Алексея
Навального в ответ на опубликованные Фондом борьбы с коррупцией
данные о нарушениях ведомства при закупках pic.twitter.com/c1iS11XW1Y

— ПолитБюро'вь (@PolitBro) 11 сентября 2018 г.

A cheeky Navalny running from riot police.
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"I challenge you to a duel! Defend yourself!"
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pic.twitter.com/Kbz48E2qd0

— I.K. (@Vorewig) 11 сентября 2018 г.

Some compared the physical characteristics of the two politicians.

Embed:

Others noted the striking resemblance between President Vladimir Putin and Zolotov.

"That moment when you can't respond from your main account but you have a fake."

This caricature notes that Zolotov's challenge came at a time when Navalny is behind bars and
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can't respond.

Embed: https://twitter.com/Sergey_Elkin/status/1039810119465398272
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