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Russian Railways plans to introduce new budget train cars for customers willing to endure a
lack of air conditioning and toilets.

Federal Passenger Co., the subsidiary which runs long-distance passenger services for the
state-owned Russian Railways, said in an annual report that it plans to upgrade a third of its
19,300 carriages by 2025. As part of the overhaul, the company said it will discontinue more
than 5,000 carriages with an average age of 20 years by 2021.

Related article: Russian Railways Says Goodbye to Historic Carriages

“Before their complete disposal, old cars without air conditioners and bio-toilets are
scheduled to be allocated into a separate temporary ‘economy-budget’ brand,” the subsidiary
said in the report.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/04/01/russian-railways-says-goodbye-to-historic-carriages


The Russian Railways development program for 2025 disclosed plans last month to start
phasing out platzkart train cars — legendary Soviet-era third-class carriages with stacked
beds — as early as 2019.

Instead, the carriages will be fitted with shower cabins, vending machines and USB slots, the
Vedomosti business daily cited Russia’s biggest rail car maker as saying.
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