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Siberian Gold Miners Launch Hunger
Strike Over Wage Theft
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Dozens of miners in Siberia have declared a hunger strike to demand compensation for over
35 million rubles ($557,000) in unpaid wages, the state-run TASS news agency reported
Tuesday.

Miners at the Darasun mine in the Zabaikalsky region went on strike on at least three
occasions in 2017 over unpaid wages. The mine was sold to Uryumkan LLC in 2017 after the
previous owner, Russian billionaire Konstantin Strukov, deemed it unprofitable.

At least 92 Darasun miners went on strike Tuesday demanding three months' worth of pay.
Sixty workers also declared a hunger strike, the local branch of the investigative committee
told Interfax.

The local governor’s office said the mine’s parent company had failed to pay its employees
because of debts it owed to Promsvyazbank, a private lender bailed out by the central bank last



http://interfax-russia.ru/Siberia/news.asp?id=952120&sec=1671
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-banks-promsvyazbank/russia-hit-by-3-4-billion-promsvyazbank-bailout-in-latest-bank-blow-idUSKBN1E91HD

year.

Related article: 'Putin’s Chef' Looks for Gold in Africa, Media Reports

“The management of the Uryumkan group of companies [Darasun’s parent company] isn’t
coping with obligations to the bank,” the Zab.ru news website cited the governor’s office as
saying.

A task force has been set up to resolve the dispute, it added.

The striking miners said they would spend the night in front of the mining company’s
administrative building and would only drink water, Interfax reported.
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