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A historically low number of Russians hold former Soviet leader Stalin responsible for the
deaths of millions of Soviet citizens during World War II, according to a new poll published
ahead of the 77th anniversary of the conflict.

World War II led to the deaths of an estimated 27 million civilian and military Soviet citizens,
with some analyses blaming Stalin’s poor military strategy for many of the casualties. In
recent years, there have been efforts in Russia to transform Stalin’s image from that of a
bloody dictator to a ‘great personality.’

Related article: Why Russia Has a Problem With ‘The Death of Stalin’ (Op-ed)

A poll by the independent Levada Center found only 9 percent of Russians blamed Stalin’s
leadership for the war casualties, according to a survey published Wednesday.

https://www.levada.ru/2018/06/20/velikaya-otechestvennaya-vojna-3/
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/stalin-rises-from-the-ashes-in-putins-russia-45743
https://themoscowtimes.com/news/stalin-named-worlds-most-remarkable-public-figure-poll-58262
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/11/20/why-russia-has-a-problem-with-the-death-of-stalin


That is a a rapidly dwindling fourfold decline from the 36 percent of respondents who believed
in 1991 that “Stalin’s leadership acted without regard for the victims.” Beginning in 2001,
more Russians viewed the “suddenness of the [German] attack” that set off Russia's
involvement in the war as the primary cause of mass casualties, followed by Germany’s
military prowess.

The Kremlin has in recent years advanced a narrative that Russia must not be ashamed of its
Soviet past. President Vladimir Putin has used his nearly two decades in power to talk up
achievements during World War II as a rallying cry to unite the nation.

The Levada survey was conducted among 1,600 respondents between May 24 and May 30 in
52 Russian regions.
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