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Oyster Farming Booms After Russia's
Import Ban
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Domestic seafood production has seen an unprecedented boom in the last few years, with a
boost in the oyster and mussel harvest coming from the annexed Crimean peninsula.

The Kremlin imposed an embargo on Western food imports, including oysters, in response to
U.S. sanctions on Russia in the wake of its seizure of Crimea in 2014. Until 2014, Russia did not
commercially produce oysters and mussels. The production of cheese, fish and other products
has adjusted to the import ban with varying degrees of success.

Related article: Putin Ally Buys Black Sea Oyster Farm Linked to President

The Russian oyster harvest increased by 265 times in the past three years, the RBC business
portal cited the Federal Agency for Fishery saying Wednesday. Around 2 metric tons of oysters
were domestically made in 2014; the number shot up to 531 metric tons by 2017.


https://www.rbc.ru/business/20/06/2018/5b28dd819a79475a56fb3384?from=newsfeed
https://themoscowtimes.com/news/imports-fake-cheese-ingredient-palm-oil-soar-russia-61609
https://www.dp.ru/a/2018/03/05/Ribnie_hozjajstva_blagodar
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/07/17/putin-ally-buys-oyster-farm-linked-to-president

Mussels farmers also ramped up their harvest from 100 to 1,165 metric tons in three years, a
nearly 12-fold increase, RBC said.

The annexed Crimean peninsula was the top oyster and mussel farming region, followed by
the Pacific region of Primorye, the Black Sea region of Krasnodar and the northwestern
Republic of Karelia, according to the Federal Agency for Fishery.

The agency credited new legislation that expanded the distribution of fish farming sites, in
addition to the Kremlin’s import ban on Western-raised seafood, with the three-year surge in
harvesting the seafood delicacy.
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