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Emergency Situations Ministry

Eleven people on a river cruise were killed when their boat collided with a tugboat late on
Monday in the Russian city of Volgograd, which is hosting matches in the football World Cup,
rescue services said.

Emergencies services received notification at around 10 p.m. on Monday that the vessels had
collided on the Volga River, about 250 meters from the riverbank.

Related article: Russian Daredevils Picnic and Wakeboard on Drifting Ice Along River

There were 16 people on board the pleasure craft, all of them Russians, the RIA news agency
cited the local administration as saying.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/reuters
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/02/19/russian-daredevils-picnic-wakeboard-drifting-ice-along-river


Five people had been rescued, and three of the survivors were in the hospital, according to the
website of regional governor Andrei Bocharov.

An investigation has been opened into the cause of the collision. According to state TV channel
Rossiya-24, the passenger vessel was overloaded and its marker lights were off when the
collision happened.

Volgograd, known as Stalingrad from 1925-1961 and site of the largest and bloodiest battle of
World War Two, will host World Cup opening round matches involving England, Tunisia,
Nigeria, Iceland, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Japan and Poland.

The first is the June 18 game between England and Tunisia. 
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