FC Zenit Punished for Racist Chanting in
Europa League
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St. Petersburg’s Zenit Football Club has been fined 70,000 euros ($82,000) and ordered to
play one game behind closed-doors after fans chanted a racist song and threw objects during
a European fixture last March.

Russia’s richest club is one of several to face punishment as football authorities have pledged
to crack down on racism ahead of the FIFA World Cup this summer. St. Petersburg is set to
host seven matches in the tournament, including a semifinals game on July 10.

Related article: Zenit St. Petersburg Charged Over Racist Fan Song

The European football federation UEFA brought racism charges against Zenit over a pop song
titled “AN----- Was Murdered,” chanted at an injured black RB Leipzig player in March.


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/09/zenit-st-petersburg-charged-for-racist-fan-song
http://www.uefa.com/insideuefa/disciplinary/#post_2370449

On Monday, UEFA slapped Zenit with a fine of 50,000 euros for the “racist behavior of its
supporters” and 20,000 euros for blocking stairways and throwing objects.

The club will also play its next home UEFA competition match behind closed doors.
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