', Moscow Times

30 YEARS INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Russia Sentences Ukrainian Journalist to
12 Years for Espionage
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Roman Sushchenko (Mikhail Tereschenko / TASS)

A Russian court has sentenced Ukrainian journalist Roman Sushchenko to 12 years in jail on
charges of spying for Ukraine.

Russia's FSB Security Service detained Sushchenko, 49, in 2016 after he flew into Moscow
from Paris where he worked as a correspondent for Ukrainian state news agency

Ukrinform. He was accused of gathering secrets about Russia's military, charges which he has
denied.

Related article: Ukrainian Journalist Detained in Moscow Accused of Spying

Mark Feygin, his lawyer, said on Monday a Moscow court had found his client guilty of
espionage and sentenced him to 12 years in a maximum security prison. Feygin said he would
appeal against the verdict on Tuesday.


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/04/04/ukrainian-journalist-detained-in-moscow-accused-of-spying

The state prosecution had asked to put Sushchenko behind bars for 14 years, the Mediazona
news website reported.

The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry condemned the verdict as unlawful and politically motivated.
Reuters contributed reporting to this article.
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