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Suspected Mastermind Behind Kiev
Assassination Plot Says He Was Directed
From Moscow
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Volodymyr Hontar / Reuters

The suspected go-between in the staged murder of a dissident Russian journalist in Kiev has
said he had been receiving instructions from Moscow.

On Thursday, a Kiev court ordered the detention of Borys Herman for his suspected
involvement in the plot to kill Russian journalist Arkady Babchenko, including handing over
$15,000 to the would-be killer. Babchenko said that he had cooperated with Ukrainian
security officials to fake his own death on Tuesday in order to evade what he says was a
Russian plot to assassinate him.

Related article: Russian Journalist Babchenko Used Pig's Blood to Fake His Own Death



https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/31/babchenko-says-he-used-pigs-blood-make-up-artist

“I got a call from a longtime acquaintance who lives in Moscow,” the suspect, Borys Herman,
said in court.

“In the process of communicating with him, it turned out that he works for the fund of
Comrade Putin precisely to orchestrate destabilization in Ukraine.”

Herman identified Vyacheslav Pivovarov as the longtime acquaintance, Russia’s investigative
Novaya Gazeta newspaper reported. The Bell news website identified Pivovarov as the co-
founder or manager of several Ukrainian entities who listed St. Petersburg as his last place of
residence.

“We knew perfectly well that there would be no killing,” Herman said, adding that his work
was done “only for the benefit of Ukraine.”

Herman went on to claim that he had been working for Ukraine's counterintelligence services
when staging the murder, a claim that the prosecutor later dismissed as untrue, Novaya
Gazeta reported.

Ukrainian authorities accuse Russia of trying to destabilize Ukraine through a series of
targeted assassinations. The Kremlin called accusations of Russian involvement '"the height
of cynicism."

One of Herman's lawyers said he would appeal the decision to detain him.
Reuters contributed reporting to this article.
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