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Russian oligarch Roman Abramovich has reportedly withdrawn his British visa application
after facing delays with its renewal and reports of acquiring Israeli citizenship.

The businessman reportedly took Israeli citizenship this week after finding himself without a
visa to Britain, where he owns the London-based Chelsea football club. Russia’s 11th richest
man worth $11.6 billion will be allowed to stay, but not work, in Britain for up to half a year
with an Israeli passport.

Related article: Russian Oligarch Abramovich Takes Israeli Citizenship — Report

Abramovich withdrew his U.K. visa renewal application after British authorities held it up for
several weeks due to tighter vetting of the applicants’ sources of wealth, the Financial Times
newspaper cited a person close to the oligarch as saying Thursday.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/12/10/russian-oligarch-abramovich-takes-israeli-citizenship-report
https://www.ft.com/content/a50a6f6a-64d2-11e8-a39d-4df188287fff


The delay, which Abramovich believes is linked to increased political hostilities between
Russia and the West, has not angered the oligarch, two people close to Abramovich told the
Financial Times.

The tycoon no longer requires a U.K. investor visa after securing Israeli citizenship, The Sun
tabloid cited another unnamed source close to him as saying.

However, Chelsea announced Thursday that it would put on hold plans to build a new stadium
in London because of the “unfavorable investment climate.”
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