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Former fencer Stanislav Pozdnyakov was elected president of the Russian Olympic Committee
on Tuesday as the country works to regain the trust of international sports bodies after a
string of doping scandals.

Pozdnyakov, who had served as the committee's first vice-president since 2016, led the
Russian delegation at this year's Pyeongchang winter Olympics.

The country was banned by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) as punishment for
alleged state-sponsored doping at the 2014 Sochi winter games. But some Russian athletes
with no history of doping were cleared to compete as neutrals.
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Pozdnyakov, a five-time Olympic medalist, replaces Alexander Zhukov, whose eight-year
tenure coincided with the wave of allegations of doping in Russian sport.

Days after Pyeongchang, the IOC lifted the ban against Russia despite two Russian athletes
testing positive for banned substances at the South Korean games.

Pozdnyakov beat former Olympic swimmer Alexander Popov, the only other candidate for the
post, in a vote at Russia's Olympic Committee in Moscow, the committee said.

Zhukov, who was suspended as an IOC member last year when Russia was banned, said this
month that he would not seek reelection.

Russia has vehemently denied state-sponsored doping and has pledged to work with
international sports bodies to help curb doping.

The country's athletics federation, its anti-doping agency RUSADA and its Paralympic
Committee remain suspended by international sporting bodies over doping allegations.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2018/05/29/former-fencer-elected-russias-new-olympic-chief-a616
21


