“ Moscow Times

INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Rabbi Faces Deportation From Russia
Over Security Threat
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The chief rabbi of Siberia faces deportation after reportedly losing a court battle against
Russian authorities in a national security case shrouded in secrecy.

Asher Krichevsky, the chief rabbi of Siberia and Omsk, appealed to the court last month after
Russian authorities revoked his residence permit. The rabbi was not informed why his permit
was annulled, the anti-extremism group Sova Center said.

Related article: Abramovich Donates S500M to Jewish Causes Over 2 Decades

“The nuances of the case are unknown, but a preliminary version has it that some of his
actions, threatening national security and the constitutional order, served as grounds for
Krichevsky’s deportation,” the Superomsk news website reported Tuesday.


https://sova-center.ru/religion/news/harassment/intervention/2018/04/d39229/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/04/05/abramovich-donated-500M-to-jewish-cause-2-decades
http://superomsk.ru/news/63388-sud_otkazal_glavnomu_ravvinu_krichevskomu_v_jelani/

According to Sova Center, the regional Interior Ministry refused to say why the rabbi faces
expulsion in the closed-doors hearing, explaining only that the decision was based on secret
Federal Security Services (FSB) documents.

Krichevsky successfully appealed previous efforts to deport him in 2014.
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