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The Kremlin has come to the defense of President Vladimir Putin’s decision to give flowers to
German Chancellor Angela Merkel as a Russian tradition.

Germany’s Bild tabloid criticized Putin’s decision to give a bouquet to Merkel when they met
in Russia’s Sochi last week as a sexist “affront” to remind the German leader that she is a
woman. The two leaders met to discuss issues including the Nordstream 2 gas pipeline project
and the Iranian nuclear deal.

Related article: Putin Seeks Common Cause With Merkel Over Trump

“For us, it’s more of a sign of good manners. These are our traditions and we’re adhering to
them,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told the Govorit Moskva radio station Monday
when asked about the flowers.

https://www.bild.de/bild-plus/politik/inland/angela-merkel/merkel-bei-putin-analyse-55741274,view=conversionToLogin.bild.html
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/10/19/putin-seeks-common-cause-with-merkel-over-trump
https://govoritmoskva.ru/news/161016/


Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2018/05/21/kremlin-defends-putins-bouquet-for-merkel-against-alle
gations-sexism-a61519


