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Roskomnadzor has blocked 50 digital tools that enabled users to access the Telegram
messaging app despite an official ban, the regulator’s deputy director said Thursday.

The virtual private networks (VPNs) and Internet-address anonymizers weren’t identified,
but quoted Vadim Subbotin told journalists that such services have nearly tripled in number
since Roskomnadzor began blocking Telegram, RIA Novosti reported.

The agency is currently in talks with 15 foreign hosting companies that run the risk of being
blocked themselves if they continue to provide IP addresses that route users to Telegram,
Subbotin said.

Meanwhile, the agency has unblocked three large subnetworks, he said.

"We are in dialogue with the hosting providers to which these subnets belong. We monitor
them constantly; as soon as we see that we can unblock them, we will unblock them,”



Subbotin said. “This is a priority for us.”

Related article: Russian Tech Firms Rebuke Regulator Over Telegram Ban

He said Roskomnadzor currently has no plans to add Viber, another popular messaging app,
to its registry of “information-dissemination organizers” — the classification behind the
demand that Telegram share its encryption keys with the Federal Security Service (FSB).

Earlier Thursday, Communications Minister Nikolai Nikiforov warned that if Viber had
“problems” turning over its encryption keys, the FSB could seek a court order similar to the
one that prompted the Telegram ban, state-run news agency TASS reported.

Telegram and millions of related IP addresses were blocked following an April 13 Moscow
court order against the app for refusing to give the FSB access to users’ private messages.
Telegram founder and CEO Pavel Durov has maintained that providing encryption keys or
gaining access to information beyond the device is impossible.
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