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'Privacy Is Not for Sale' — Telegram CEO
Blasts Russia’'s Decision to Ban
Messaging App

April 13,2018
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The chief executive of the Telegram messenger app, Pavel Durov, has vowed to allow users to
circumvent a Russian government ban of the service following a court decision on Friday.

A Moscow court ruled to block access to Telegram in Russia after it refused to give security
services access to users’ secret messages in an ongoing legal battle. The court satisfied state
media regulator Roskomnadzor’s request to “immediately” ban Telegram after the ruling
despite the company’s legal right to delay enforcement through an appeal.

Related article: Russian Court Rules to Block Telegram 'Immediately’

“Privacy is not for sale, and human rights should not be compromised out of fear or greed,”


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/20/russian-court-rules-to-block-telegram-immediately

Durov wrote on his Telegram channel, adding that Telegram enjoys “the luxury of not caring
about revenue streams or ad sales.”

Durov went on to say that the app would find ways to circumvent Russia’s ban by using built-
in systems in the service, he wrote online.

The Russian CEO said that he could not guarantee that its 200 million users would have 100
percent access to the messenger without having to use tools called virtual private networks
(VPNs).

He urged Telegram users not to delete or reinstall the application if they experience
connectivity issues.

Reuters contributed reporting to this article.
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