OSCE Accuses Russia for Pressuring
Voters in Elections Lacking Competition

By Reuters
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The OSCE said on Monday there had been no real choice in Russia's presidential election and
complained it had been marked by unfair pressure on critical voices.

"Choice without real competition, as we have seen here, is not real choice,'" the Organization
for Security and Co-operation in Europe said in a statement, adding that restrictions on
fundamental freedoms, as well as on candidate registration, had limited the space for political
engagement.

The OSCE gave its verdict after President Vladimir Putin won 76.69 percent of vote in a
landslide re-election victory on Sunday, extending his rule over the world's largest country
for another six years.

Putin's critics, including opposition leader Alexei Navalny, who was barred from running in
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the race, said there had been widespread fraud and that observers had seen people being
bussed to polling stations by their own employers.

Related article: In Russian Elections, Some People Say They Were Ordered to Vote

The Central Election Commission said on Monday morning that it had not registered any
serious complaints of violations.

But the OSCE said political rights and fundamental freedoms of assembly, association and
expression had been limited inRussia since 2012, and that some activists had who questioned
the election's legitimacy had been detained.

"Observers noted a variety of measures, some involving inappropriate pressure on voters,
aimed at increasing turnout. Persistent pressure on civil society, the absence of critical
reporting in most media, and concerted efforts to increase turnout characterized the political
environment of this election," the OSCE said.

"While the incumbent president did not participate in debates or in campaigning, the
extensive coverage of his official activities provided him with a dominant presence", it added.
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