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Russian state media pundits have laid the blame on Britain for the poisoning of double agent
Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia in southern England. 

Sergei Skripal, a former Russian intelligence officer living in Britain, and his adult daughter,
are in critical condition after being exposed to a nerve agent in Salisbury on March 4. British
media reported that Prime Minister Theresa May could publicly blame Russia for the Skripals’
poisoning and impose sanctions on Monday.

Related article: If Russia's Role in Nerve Attack Proved, Britain Will Respond, Says Theresa
May

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/sergei-skripal-may-set-to-hit-back-at-russia-over-spyattack-tbwfvhfhh
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/17/if-russias-role-in-nerve-attack-proved-britain-will-respond
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/17/if-russias-role-in-nerve-attack-proved-britain-will-respond


A Russian television host made headlines for breaking the fourth wall last week, warning
“traitors” against settling on British soil due to the number of “strange incidents with grave
outcomes.” 

Top Kremlin propagandist Dmitry Kiselyov seized on the warning in his weekly talk show on
Sunday, calling London a “death trap for Russians.” 

“If you think hard about it, only Britain stands to benefit from the poisoning of the GRU
colonel. Simply to nourish its Russophobia,” Kiselyov said during a segment on his flagship
Vesti Nedeli news show on Channel One. 

“As a source, Skripal is squeezed dry and gutted. But, poisoned, he is very much useful: so why
not poison him, what’s it to them? And with his daughter to boot, to make it even more heart-
wrenching for the public,” Kiselyov said. 

Another TV host on Channel One, Valery Fadeev, said that the poisoning “looks like a
provocation, a covert operation against Russia.” 

“They use agents who are no longer needed, [who are] useless,” the host said in a
Voskresnoye Vremya segment.   

According to Irada Zeynalova, the host of “Weekly Roundup” on the state-run NTV television
network, the Skripals’ poisoning “could be the start of a very tough scandal provoked by
someone.”

“It’s clear that someone played on British stereotypes,” Zeynalova said during her show on
Sunday.

“Was Skripal dangerous to the Kremlin? Well, no, otherwise he wouldn’t have been let go. Just
a pardoned traitor,” she said.
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