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The International Olympic Committee (IOC) has reportedly lifted the ban on Russia that kept
its team from wearing its colors, carrying the Russian flag and singing its anthem at the 2018
Winter Games.

The IOC barred the entire Russian Olympic team from the Games that concluded in South
Korea on Sunday after investigations into state-sponsored doping. Only clean athletes were
cleared to compete under a neutral flag, although two Russian athletes tested positive for
banned substances during the games.

Related article: The Real Lesson of the Russia Doping Scandal (Op-ed)

IOC member Shamil Tarpischev told the RBC business portal Wednesday that the Russian
Olympic Committee (ROC) has been reinstated, just days after the 2018 closing ceremony.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/06/the-real-lesson-of-the-russia-doping-scandal-op-ed
https://www.rbc.ru/society/28/02/2018/5a96a37f9a7947399960a465


“Procedurally, Russia doesn’t have to do anything, the restoration of ROC membership
occurred automatically, the IOC has no complaints,” Tarpischev was cited as saying.

ROC President Alexander Zhukov later confirmed the news, reading the IOC’s letter to the
Russian delegation at a brief press conference.

“In other words, the Russian Olympic Committee has been fully reinstated in its rights as a
member of the Olympic family,” Zhukov said in televised comments. 
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