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The Russian government has announced the start of a “humanitarian pause” for the rebel-
held enclave of eastern Ghouta near the Syrian capital.

Russian-backed Syrian forces have been accused of indiscriminate shelling leading to the
deaths of hundreds of civilians in their assault on Ghouta. The UN Security Council passed a
resolution this weekend demanding a month-long truce in Syria to allow humanitarian access
to besieged areas and areas under deadly bombardment. 

Related article: Russia Clashes With U.S. at UN Over Escalating Violence in Syria

On Monday, Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered the implementation of daily
“humanitarian pauses” in the fighting around eastern Ghouta, the state-run TASS news
agency reported.

https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13221.doc.htm
http://feeds.reuters.com/~r/Reuters/worldNews/~3/lUS8oIQYgXA/besieged-syrians-eating-trash-fainting-from-hunger-u-n-survey-idUSKBN1DM2IP
http://feeds.reuters.com/~r/Reuters/worldNews/~3/lFqojiQUGKk/syrian-observatory-71-dead-in-eastern-ghouta-in-past-day-idUSKCN1G31MF
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/20/russia-clashes-with-us-at-un-over-escalating-violence-in-syria
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/56938
http://tass.com/world/991723


A five-hour ceasefire in the city began on Tuesday at 9 a.m. local time and is set to close at 2
p.m., the Reuters news agency reported.

The Syrian government military and its Russian allies have reportedly set up humanitarian
corridors for the evacuation of civilians from eastern Ghouta to Damascus, according to TASS.

In comments made on Monday, the Kremlin’s spokesperson denied Russia's complicity in the
deaths of civilians and accused “local terrorists," including Jabhat al-Nusra, a terrorist
organization banned in Russia, of using human shields in the city.

Eastern Ghouta has been one of the last strongholds for anti-government rebels in Syria’s
nearly eight-year war that has claimed hundreds of thousands of lives.
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