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The U.S.-led coalition in Syria has killed an estimated 100 pro-Assad fighters in air and
artillery raids this week, including military contractors from Russia, reports say.

Russia officially withdrew its forces from Syria in December 2017 after two years fighting
in support of President Bashar al-Assad, though hundreds of private military contractors
from Russia remain in the country.

Related article: More Russian Fighters from Private ‘Wagner Group’ Die in Syria

According to Igor Girkin, an ex-commander of Russia-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine,
two tactical units of the Wagner private military group had been hit by the U.S. strikes
on Feb. 7.

"One [unit] is practically totally destroyed, and the second is smashed ’to smithereens,’‘

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/02/22/more-undocumented-russian-fighters-from-private-wagner-group-die-in-syria


he wrote in a post on the Vkontakte social network on Thursday, citing an unnamed source.

No uniformed Russian soldiers were killed in the U.S.-coalition strike on Deir Ezzor, Russia’s
Defense Ministry said in a statement cited by Interfax on Thursday.

The ministry said that the attack ’demonstrates that the true goal of the continued illegal
presence of U.S. forces on Syrian territory was the capture and control of economic assets that
belong exclusively to the Syrian Arab Republic, not a fight against the ISIS international
terrorist group,‘ Interfax reported.

The U.S.-led coalition released a statement saying that the airstrikes on Feb. 7 were carried
out in ‘self-defense’ after ’an unprovoked attack" by Syrian pro-regime forces.
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