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A Russian doctor jailed for medical malpractice has been released from custody after doctors
around the country expressed support for her in a viral social media campaign.

Yelena Misyurina, who pleaded not guilty, was sentenced to two years in prison on Jan. 22 for
malpractice over a botched biopsy in July 2013 that damaged a patient’s blood vessels, leading
to his death. Doctors took to Instagram after the verdict with posts of solidarity for their
colleague marked by the #яеленамисюрина (#IamYelenaMisyurina) hashtag.

Related article: Russian Doctors Hold Flashmob For Colleague Sentenced Over Malpractice

The Moscow City Court ruled Monday to release Misyurina on bail after the prosecutor’s office
had submitted an appeal against the sentence, finding due process errors along with
contradictory medical testimony, the state-run TASS news agency reported on Monday.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/02/18/russian-doctors-hold-flashmob-for-collegue-sentenced-over-malpractice
http://tass.ru/proisshestviya/4930935


“The prosecutor has appealed against the verdict and is thus in agreement with the position
of the defense about the necessity of freeing Misyurina from confinement until the court
decision enters into force,” the prosecutor said in court, as cited by TASS.

The prosecutor went on to say that the case should be returned for further investigation and
that the doctor should be released, the Mediazona news website reported.

Since the appeal, the investigative committee accused the prosecutor of incompetence for
caving to public pressure and siding with the defense, Mediazona reported.

In an earlier statement published Jan. 30, the Investigative Committee criticized the social
campaign in support of the jailed doctor, saying that its participants were challenging expert
testimony in a case which “violates elementary ethics” and “provokes mistrust by citizens
in the medical system.”
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