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A dozen campaign offices belonging to Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny’s have been
vandalized or searched by police ahead of a nationwide protest later this month. 

Navalny has called for a mass rally on Jan. 28 to protest against Russia’s upcoming
presidential elections in March. The opposition leader said he would lead an election boycott
after he was barred from running as a candidate due to a prior fraud conviction that his
supporters dismiss as politically motivated.

Related article: Navalny's Bid for Presidency Shut Down by Russia's Election Commission

“Eleven offices have sustained damage over the past two to three days,” Navalny’s campaign
spokesman Ruslan Shaveddinov told the Novaya Gazeta investigative newspaper on
Thursday. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/15/navalnys-bid-for-presidency-shut-down-by-russias-election-commission
https://www.novayagazeta.ru/news/2018/01/18/138729-za-odin-den-politseyskie-obyskali-srazu-tri-shtaba-navalnogo


“We tie this directly to our voters’ boycott” on Jan. 28, he said. 

Later on Thursday, a twelfth office was attacked in Samara by “cops” who forced their way in
and damaged property, local campaign coordinator Katerina Gerasimova reported on Twitter. 
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Так сейчас выглядит штаб #Забастовка в Самаре. 5 ментов (не полицейских
же) подкараулили на выходе, ворвались в штаб, взломали дверь склада -
https://t.co/zW9lPlSFOQ pic.twitter.com/MoEOhwGEJU

— Katerina Gerasimova (@volgaletom) January 18, 2018

Navalny’s chief of staff Leonid Volkov called the attack “an act of intimidation undoubtedly
sanctioned at the federal level” in a Twitter post. 

Meanwhile, Russia’s Constitutional Court has declined to hear Navalny’s petition to declare
Russia’s election law unconstitutional, the Kommersant business newspaper reported Friday.
The law bans candidates with past criminal convictions from running as candidates. 

According to a Human Rights Watch report published Thursday, Navalny’s campaign staff
have been subject to physical assault, beatings and detentions on groundless charges
throughout 2017.
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