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A Moscow court on Tuesday handed an ultranationalist eight days behind bars for throwing
unidentified liquid on a U.S. photographer’s exhibition in Moscow last week.

Alexander Petrunko, an activist of the SERB ultranationalist group, was detained last year for
throwing a bottle filled with urine when the “No Embarrassment" exhibition first opened in
September 2016. Jock Sturges' photography was closed two weeks after opening after Russian
conservatives accused it of showcasing child pornography.

Related article: Moscow to Stage Another Sturges’ Exhibition 1 Year After Child Porn
Accusations

Petrunko was charged with petty hooliganism for Friday's crime, a Moscow court

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/social-conservatives-make-american-photographer-an-overnight-celebrity-in-moscow-55492
https://themoscowtimes.com/news/us-photographer-jock-sturges-sees-moscow-exhibition-closed-amid-child-pornography-claims-55473
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/02/17/US-Photographer-Sturges-Moscow-Exhibition-Reopen-Year-After-Child-Pornography-Claims
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/02/17/US-Photographer-Sturges-Moscow-Exhibition-Reopen-Year-After-Child-Pornography-Claims


spokesperson was cited as saying Tuesday by the Interfax news agency.

SERB made headlines over the weekend for disrupting a film about Ukraine at the ArtDocFest
film festival. The group's supporters sprayed a pungent gas into the auditorium and covered
the projector, causing the auditorium to be evacuated.

One of the group’s activists told The Moscow Times on Monday that the film “showed hatred
for Russia and Russians.”
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