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FIFA announced Saturday it would test past samples provided by the Russian soccer team for
tampering ahead of the 2018 FIFA World Cup, possibly affecting the host country’s chances of
participating next summer.

Last Tuesday, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) barred Russia from participating in
next year's Winter Games in South Korea for systemic doping violations. 

Former sports minister Vitaly Mutko — who received a life-time ban from the Olympics by
the IOC — is now the president of the Russian Football Union and is a key figure behind
preparations for the upcoming World Cup.

Related article: Russia's Winter Olympics Doping Ban, Explained
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https://themoscowtimes.com/news/russia-will-support-its-neutral-athletes-at-winter-olympics-says-mutko-59843
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/02/19/russia-winter-olympics-doping-ban-explained-pyeongchang-OAR


At least 34 Russian soccer players, including the entire 2014 FIFA World Cup squad, were
included on a list of athletes that may have benefited from Russia’s state-sponsored doping
scheme, the Daily Mail reported.

FIFA told the Daily Mail that the testing had been delayed because, until recently, there had
been “no standard methodology to determine whether bottles containing urine for doping
analysis bear marks indicating surreptitious opening.”

“We’re not afraid of anything, these are total fabrications,” Mutko was cited as saying by the
Championat sports website in response to allegations that Russia's soccer players participated
in doping.

“Let me put it this way: if that’s really how we would perform after doping, just imagine how
we would perform without it!”

Russia was knocked out of the group stage of the 2014 FIFA World Cup after failing to register
a single win in games against Algeria, Belgium, or South Korea. 
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