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Moscow Gets a New Museum

Gilyarovsky Center opens with film festival
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Collage-drawing of Khitrovka made from newspaper clippings, part of Roman Seleznyov's installation-
homage to Gilyarovsky. Michele A Berdy / MT

Any newBmuseum opening in a big city is good news, but the opening of a new public
exhibitionBspace on one of Moscow’s most expensive pedestrian streets is something of
aBmiracle.

But it’sBtrue: Turn onto Stoleshnikov Pereulok, walk past Prada, Louis Vuitton, Hermes and
another dozen haute couture shops, slip into an archway andBhead to the Gilyarovsky Center,
a new branch of the Museum of Moscow.

The CenterBis named after Vladimir Gilyarovsky, a journalist who wrote about Moscow
andBits people — mostly its lower classes — in pre- and post-revolutionary Russia.BHis
stories were expanded and gathered into several collections, among which “MoscowBand
Muscovites” is the most famous — and most beloved. Until his death in 1935,8he lived next
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door to the new center.

The Center,Bthe fifth branch of the Museum, is not a house-museum dedicated to
Gilyarovsky,Bbut rather a space for temporary exhibitions, theater, musical
performances,Blectures, film festivals, classes, excursions and other events organized by
theBmuseum together with the people it serves: Muscovites. Museum director
AlinaBSaprykina said at the opening that the space would reflect both
Gilyarovsky’sBpassionate interest in the people living in the city and the museum’s
beliefBthat the history of the city is “the history of the people living in it andBtheir daily
lives.”

The centerHRis also part of the museum’s efforts to move beyond traditional
museumBexhibitions, which include lending parts of its enormous collection of over
oneMmillion items to non-traditional venues, such as shopping malls. “Let’sBpopularize our
collection,” Saprykina said. “Let’s bring it out to people whoBdo not ordinarily come to
museums.”

ToHcelebrate the opening, the museum commissioned two works: a series ofE@photographs
by Raul Skrylyov of the once poor neighborhoods described so vividlyEby Gilyarovsky:
Khitrovka, Ivanovskaya gora, and Solyanka. His black and whiteBphotographs, mounted on
the wall in a collage, capture what you might miss whenBrushing to work or home: an artist
at her easel, a rappelling house painter,Bmigrant workers striking a pose, graffiti, a business
center, a ramshackleBbuilding, street singers, dog walkers — and dozens of people, of every
age andHclass, checking their phones.

AnotherRinstallation by Roman Seleznyov pays homage to Gilyarovsky with an
artisticBrecreation of his office and clippings of his newspaper articles that reveal someBof
the first harsh reviews of his work when the lights are dimmed.

If you're inBthe city center over the weekend, stop in for the museum’s “Gilyai-fest,” aBfilm
festival of urban stories. The competition program of short films (inBRussian) will be shown
free of charge every evening from Friday to Monday at 7Ep.m.

On SaturdayBat 3 p.m. the center will welcome one of the city’s greatest film makers,EBMarlen
Khutsiev, director of “July Rain” and “Lenin’s Gate” (releasedBoriginally as “I Am Twenty”).
He will show excerpts from his film “Lenin’s Gate” Band talk about how to capture Moscow
on film.

The fullBschedule of films, including several in foreign languages with RussianBEsubtitles
shown at the main Museum of Moscow venue, can be found on the museumg
site.

The first translation into English of Gilyarovsky's ""Moscow and Muscovites' was done by
Brendan KiernanH in 2015 and can be ordered
here.
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