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Dmitry Muratov, the veteran editor-in-chief of the independent Novaya Gazeta newspaper is
stepping down from his post.

Muratov has been in his position for 22 years, and shepherded the independent newspaper
and site through the turbulent years after the fall of the Soviet Union and the Boris Yeltsin
administration, and since 2000, the regime of President Vladimir Putin.

He joined Novaya Gazeta, founded by Mikhail Gorbachev, in 1995 after a stint at the state-
owned Komsomolskaya Pravda.

The newspaper is one of only a handful remaining independent outlets, and it is famous for its
hard-hitting investigations, most recently on the MH17 plane downing and the persecution of
gays in Chechnya.  

http://www.rbc.ru/technology_and_media/13/11/2017/5a09b6e19a7947ca437027f2?from=main


Related article: Russian Investigative Newspaper Says ‘No Choice’ But to Arm Staff After
Radio Host Was Stabbed

On Muratov’s watch, five Novaya Gazeta journalists have been murdered in the line of duty,
most notably investigative reporter Anna Politkovskaya in 2006.

 "Dmitry Andreyevich is tired," a source at Novaya Gazeta told RBC, using Muratov's
patronymic.

Muratov himself said, "22 years, that's too much. Even two years ago, I told the editorial
board that this is my last term.”

Muratov will go on to head a newly established editorial council, a source at Novaya Gazeta
told RBC, thereby retaining control over key issues.

He told RBC that three people would compete for the job of editor-in-chief: Alexei Polukhin,
chief editor; Sergei Kozheurov, general director; and Kirill Martynov, editor of the politics and
economics department at the newspaper.
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