M Moscow Times

30 YEARS INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Kremlin Troll Tells All About Influencing
U.S. Elections

October 16,2017

Screenshot Dozhd TV

A reported former employee of the notorious “Kremlin troll factory” has said workers were
instructed to provoke disorder ahead of U.S. presidential elections last year.

U.S. Congressional committees are investigating several thousands of ads of Russian origin on
Facebook and Twitter which are believed to have attempted to stoke racial and political
tensions during the electoral campaign.

Related article: Facebook Blocks 470 Fake Accounts Linked to Russian 'Troll Factory'

Maxim, a former employee of the St. Petersburg-based Internet Research Agency, told the
Dozhd independent television station that he had worked there for 18 months until early 2015.

He said that prospective workers were carefully vetted and submitted to questioning about
their attitudes toward Dozhd and opposition leader Alexei Navalny.


https://tvrain.ru/teleshow/bremja_novostej/fabrika-447628/?utm_source=chromeweb&utm_medium=push&utm_campaign=teleshow-bremja_novostej&utm_term=447628
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/28/facebook-blocks-470-fake-accounts-linked-to-russian-troll-factory

Maxim said that the effort to influence foreigners was more sophisticated than the tactics
used at home. Instead of crude slogans like "Obama is a monkey and Putin is great," workers
were issued a strategy manual on issues like taxes, LGBT issues and guns in order to intervene
in debates on news sites.

Related article: Russia’s Infamous ‘Troll Factory’ Is Now Posing as a Media Empire

Employees were also given a list of news outlets such as The New York Times and the
Washington Post and instructed to ''get into an argument in order to inflame it, and rock the
boat,” playing on religious sentiments against gays, for example.

The trolls were told not to raise Russia or Putin, since Americans don't usually talk about
them, but to provoke disorder.

They were told to say "everything was always bad'' about U.S. presidential candidate Hillary
Clinton and to put her down by referencing “her leaked emails, the fact that she's wealthy."

"The main message is: aren't you tired, brother Americans, of the Clintons, how long have
they been around?” the instructions said, according to Maxim.

The trolls were also ordered to watch the hit series '""House of Cards' in English and had
English lessons to correct their grammar.
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