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Russians currently abroad are responsible for a recent wave of false bomb threats, the head
of the Federal Security Service said Thursday.

Four Russian citizens are behind the threats that led to mass evacuations in dozens of cities
over the past month, FSB chief Alexander Bortnikov told journalists.

The damage from the phone hoaxes, which began on Sept. 10 and spread to 50 Russian
regions, is estimated at 300 million rubles ($5.2 million), Bortnikov said.

Related article: The Bomb Scares Sweeping Russia, Explained

The Interfax news agency quoted him as saying that the callers are “definitely” Russian
citizens.

“These are four people who are currently abroad,” Bortnikov was quoted as saying. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/bomb-threats-prompt-evacuations-at-russian-schools-stations-malls-58920
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/10/30/the-bomb-scares-sweeping-russia-explained
http://www.interfax.ru/russia/581992


He said the suspects used online calling services, which allowed for anonymity, and had
Russia-based accomplices. Bortnikov did not disclose the location of the so-called “phone
terrorists.”
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