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Alexei Navalny Detained on His Way to
Nizhny Novgorod Rally

September 29, 2017

Alexei Navalny / Moskva News Agency

Opposition politician Alexei Navalny has been detained outside his home ahead of a rally
in central Russia.

Officials in the city of Nizhny Novgorod last week refused to authorize Navalny’s rally planned
for Sept. 29, saying another event had been planned at the same location on the same day.

Local police and prosecutors warned that “provocations” would be quashed if people chose
to attend.

In an early Friday Instagram post, Navalny shared footage of two police officers approaching
him in what appears to be an underground parking lot. They then ask him to “provide
an explanation.”

"Oh, how old man Putin doesn't want me to make it to the demonstration," Navalny wrote.
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Ox Kak cTapuk MyTuH He xo4eT, 4Tobbl S Monan Ha MUTUHT B HuXXHeM HoBropoge. Boiwien, 4Tobbl
exaTb Ha BOK3a/l - 3aJep>Xa/im B noabesae. Kak B KMHO, NOAbEXala MallMHa - U3 Heé nonmuns. Besyt
B OB[l "aHnnosckuin" spoae.

The Moscow branch of the Interior Ministry said in an online statement that Navalny had
been detained for repeatedly calling on people to participate in illegal gatherings, a claim
which Navalny denies.
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Related article: Alexei Navalny Is Now Russia's Outlaw Presidential Candidate

In a separate post on Instagram from the police station, Navalny called upon his followers to
attend the rally despite his absence. "What's the difference whether I'm there or not?" he
wrote. ""Come to the rally in the name of principle and as a sign of protest against the stupidity
and degradation that are ruling our country."
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ObpallieHre K xuTensm HuxHero Hosropona, rae cerofiHa foskKHa bblna NpoTy BCTpeYya Co MHOWA.
Ho eé Tak ncnyranuck, YTo yTPOM MeHs 3afepXanun B cobcTBEHHOM noabvesae. Apy3bs, M3BUHUTE
NoXKanyncTa, YTO He CMOry npuexaTb, HO Bbl BCE paBHO NpmxoanTe. Kakas pa3HuLa: ecTb 5 Ha
MUTUHIE UIN HET MeHs? BCé 1 Tak NOHATHO. MpuxoanTe paan npuHLMMa U B 3HaK NpoTecTa NpoTuB
TOW TYNnoCTW, Mapa3Ma 1 ferpafaunm, KOTopble OBMafeNy Halle cTpaHoi. Mnowanb MapkuHa,
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18-00. KT0 13 HUXXHEero - noMoruTe pacnpocTpaHnTb NoXanyncTa. #HWKHUAHOBIOpoL,
#HaBanbHbIN2018

An employee of Navalny’s Anti-Corruption Foundation, Ivan Zhdanov, and Navalny’s
campaign coordinator Olga Guseva were also briefly detained on Friday, they said.

Speaking with the Navalny Live YouTube channel’s morning news show, Zhdanov and Guseva
said authorities had confiscated equipment including a stage installed ahead of the Nizhny
Novgorod rally.

Navalny has announced he will run in presidential elections next March, despite having
a previous conviction which officially bars him from participating.
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