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The U.S. played no role in the death of a senior Russian army general and does not assist
Islamic State in Syria, the State Department said on Monday.

Russia’s Defense Ministry confirmed Lieutenant General Valery Asapov’s death from mortar
fire near the eastern city of Deir Ezzor this weekend.

Before issuing the confirmation, it accused the elite U.S. forces of “feeling absolutely safe”
inside Islamic State territory and facilitating free movement of Kurdish allies in the area.

Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov called Asapov’s death a “payment in blood
for the duplicity of U.S. policy in Syria.”

“Claims that the United States supports ISIS or is complicit in the Russian commander's death
have no basis in fact,” State Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert wrote on Twitter
in response. Islamic State is a terrorist organization banned in Russia.

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/news-from-russia-what-you-missed-over-the-weekend-59026
https://www.facebook.com/pg/mod.mil.rus/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1985688301673916
https://ria.ru/syria/20170925/1505518269.html
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Claims that US supports ISIS or complicit in Russian commander death has no
basis in fact. US/Coalition has one objective: defeat of ISIS

— Heather Nauert (@statedeptspox) 25 сентября 2017 г.

She said comments made by Russian officials were “untrue and unhelpful” to de-conflict
their mutual operations in Syria.

Russia’s Defense Ministry denied a Syrian Observatory for Human Rights report on Monday
that Russian airstrikes killed 37 civilians in the northwestern province of Idlib.
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