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Russia's Censors Eye Facebook Ban in
2018
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Russia could ban Facebook next year if it fails to comply with a 2015 law requiring companies
to store Russian citizens’ personal data on local servers, the state media censor said on
Tuesday.

The U.S. social network would follow in the footsteps of LinkedIn, the social platform for
professionals that was banned in Russia last year after a September 2015 law requiring
companies to store Russian users' personal data on localized servers.

The head of Russia’s state media watchdog Roskomnadzor warned that “there are no
exceptions” to compliance with the data storage law seen by some observers as
unenforceable.

“We will either ensure that the law is implemented, or the company will cease to work in
Russia,” Roskomnadzor chief Alexander Zharov was cited as saying by the Interfax news
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agency.

He said the watchdog is aware of Facebook’s popularity, with an estimated 14.4 million
monthly and 6 million daily users in Russia as of last year.

"On the other hand, we understand that this is not a unique service. There are other social
networks."

Twitter, Zharov said, has agreed to transfer by mid-2018 its Russian users’ data to Russian
servers.

“We have no plans to investigate Facebook in that regard until the end of 2017," he added.
"We will think about it in 2018. Maybe we will investigate.”

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters on a conference call that “there is
legislation that should be respected,” the state-run TASS news agency reported Tuesday.

Zharov’s warning comes less than a week after Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg announced
plans to share 3,000 ads linked to Russian companies suspected of influencing the 2016 U.S.
presidential election.

The social media platform revealed this month it had shut down hundreds of fake Russia-
based accounts that bought these social and political ads for $100,000. Facebook traced the
purchased ads to the infamous “troll factory” based in St. Petersburg that employs users to
advance pro-Kremlin propaganda known as the Internet Research Agency.
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