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North Korea’s nuclear arsenal prevents the U.S. from launching a preemptive strike against
the rogue dictatorship because Pyongyang could retaliate, Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said in an interview Sunday with the pro-Kremlin NTV channel.

The U.N. Security Council agreed another round of sanctions against Pyongyang earlier this
month in response to North Korea’s missile program. On Sept. 15 North Korea tested a missile
that flew over Japan and landed in the Pacific Ocean.

“The Americans won’t strike because they know for sure — rather than suspect — that [North
Korea] has atomic bombs,” Lavrov said on Sunday’s interview.

“I’m not defending North Korea right now, I’m just saying that almost everyone agrees with
this analysis.”

Related article: North Korea Not a Nuclear Power, Says Putin

http://www.ntv.ru/novosti/1932600/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/18/north-korea-not-a-nuclear-power-says-putin


Rhetoric between the United States and North Korea has escalated in recent days after U.S.
President Donald Trump described North Korean leader Kim Jong-un a "rocket man on a
suicide mission."

Speaking with NTV this weekend, Lavrov also said that when the U.S. invaded Iraq in 2003, it
“had 100 percent information that there were no weapons of mass destruction left there.”

The Foreign Minister urged a diplomatic resolution to rising tensions surrounding North
Korea’s nuclear program, saying that thousands will suffer if a solution is not found.
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