The &

30 YEARS

. Moscow Times

\ %}
4 INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Brussels-Based Hackers Could Be
Behind Russia's Mass Bomb Scares

September 19, 2017

Alexey Belkin / TASS

Hackers based in Brussels could be responsible for the wave of bomb scares that has swept
Russia for more than a week, an Interior Ministry source told the RBC news on Tuesday.

More than 200,000 people have been evacuated from malls, schools and public buildings
following a spate of anonymous bombs hoaxes since Sept. 10, which show no sign
of letting up.

Related article: The Bomb Scares Sweeping Russia, Explained

The latest cities to suffer mass evacuations include Yekaterinburg and Rostov-on-Don, with
Moscow being targeted for the fourth day in a row on Tuesday, the RIA Novosti news

agency reports.

An unnamed Interior Ministry source told RBC that an international hacking group could
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be behind the bomb threats that have plagued Moscow and a dozen provincial cities.

A second unidentified source who took part in an inter-agency meeting between the ministry
and the Federal Security Service (FSB) on the anonymous calls, confirmed the theory.

“These calls were identified as calls made from Brussels,” the Interior Ministry source told
RBC.

The individual who took part in an inter-agency meeting said the ministry and the FSB are
developing software to defend against the calls.

They also said the suspected hackers could in the future demand a ransom to stop the bomb
scares.

RBC estimated on Monday that the mass evacuations may have cost the authorities around
300 million rubles ($5.2 million) so far.
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