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Up to 400 aspiring cosmonauts have submitted applications this year to go to the moon, the
head of Russia’s cosmonaut training center told the pro-Kremlin Izvestia newspaper
in an interview published Monday.

The Roscosmos space agency announced an open recruitment drive last spring to train a team
of up to eight cosmonauts to become the first Russians to go to the moon before 2040.

Yury Lonchakov, head of the Yury Gagarin Cosmonaut Training Center, told Izvestia that the
number of applications received so far exceeds a previous recruitment drive in 2012 by 100.
Even so, the deadline this year has been extended.

“Yes, we consider this number of applications small, so with the consent of Roscosmos,
we extended the submission deadline until December to select the most suitable
[candidates],” Lonchakov said.

https://iz.ru/646768/dmitrii-strugovetc/resheniia-o-moem-uvolnenii-net-tcentr-rabotaet-v-shtatnom-rezhime
https://themoscowtimes.com/news/russias-space-agency-announces-a-casting-call-for-tomorrows-cosmonauts-57421


Russia currently has 31 trained cosmonauts, though nearly half have never traveled to space.
Lonchakov explained the need to beef up Russia’s roster of cosmonauts saying there was
an expected thinning out of the corps beyond 2021.

Related article: 'Russia Is No Place for Dreamers:' Meet the Rocket Entrepreneurs Battling
Bureaucracy to Conquer Space

Eight people were picked out of 304 applicants when the Roscosmos space agency first began
the open recruitment process in 2012.
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