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The head of the Russian cyber-security company Kaspersky Lab has said he will testify before
the U.S. House of Representatives, a day after government agencies were ordered to stop using
the firm’s products.

The U.S. government has been given one month to map their use of Kaspersky products and
three months to begin their removal, the U.S. Homeland Security Department
(DHS) said in an online statement on Wednesday.

Last July, the Trump administration already removed Kaspersky from the list of approved
state agencies’ software vendors, citing concerns Russian authorities could infiltrate U.S.
government networks using Kaspersky’s anti-virus products.

The Reuters news agency cited the U.S. House Committee on Science, Space and Technology
as saying on Thursday that it had invited Eugene Kaspersky to testify on Sept. 27. alongside
an unspecified number of U.S. government and private sector cyber experts.

https://www.dhs.gov/news/2017/09/13/dhs-statement-issuance-binding-operational-directive-17-01
https://fcw.com/articles/2017/07/12/kaspersky-gsa-nasa-intel.aspx
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-security-kaspersky/kaspersky-lab-co-founder-accepts-invitation-to-testify-to-u-s-congress-idUSKCN1BP2UV


Kaspersky, who founded the company in 1997, has denied having ties to Russian security and
intelligence agencies since suspicions surfaced in 2015. But he has acknowledged he
graduated from a KGB-sponsored school and worked for the Soviet Defense Ministry.

Kaspersky said he had repeatedly offered to testify before the U.S. Congress to address any
questions about his firm.

“I have accepted an invitation to testify before US House of Representatives & address
allegations about KL [Kaspersky Lab],” Kaspersky wrote on Twitter late on Thursday. “Hope
to get expedited visa.”
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— Eugene Kaspersky (@e_kaspersky) 14 сентября 2017 г.

He added in an opinion piece published by Forbes that he is willing to provide the company’s
source code for an official audit.

Kaspersky cited “geopolitical turbulence” as the likely reason why U.S. Homeland Security
banned his company’s products from federal IT systems.

“As I’ve said before, it’s not popular to be Russian right now in some countries, but we cannot
change our roots, and frankly, having these roots does not make us guilty.”

The United States’ largest electronic retailer Best Buy announced earlier this month plans to
stop selling Kaspersky Lab’s products at its stores.
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