30 YEARS INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Russian Defense Ministry Releases
Cuban Missile Crisis Records
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Russia’s Defense Ministry has for the first time released the number of Soviet casualties
during the Cuban Missile Crisis.

On Sept. 9, 1962, 55 years before the Defense Ministry published its report, the Soviet Union
transferred its first ballistic missiles to Cuba as part of the secret operation “Anadyr.”

The operation came in response to American ballistic missile deployment in Italy and Turkey,
as well as the failed Bay of Pigs invasion by U.S. forces.

Sixty-four Soviet citizens died on Cuban territory during the period between the years 1962
and 1964, according to new official data released by the ministry.

This is the first time an exact number of Soviet deaths during the Cuban Missile Crisis period
has been provided by an official source. The Defense Ministry did not specify how many of the
deaths were soldiers.


http://function.mil.ru/news_page/country/more.htm?id=12141534@egNews

Related article: jViva Cuba! Russian Military Eyes Return to Caribbean

Previous estimates cited by RBC said more than 60 servicemen died between 1962 and 1964
during “rescue attempts during the hurricane Flora, combat training and from accidents and
diseases.”

Six-eight Soviet soldiers and officers were buried at a 1978 memorial in Havana on the 60th
anniversary of the Soviet Armed forces. However, it was not specified at the time how many
had died during the Cuban Missile Crisis.
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