30 YEARS

INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Telegram Founder Durov Unleashes
Storm of Shirtless Russian Men

August 15,2017
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durov My instagram had to seriously step
up the game to keep up with the increased
competition from Mr. Putin’s shirtless
photos. If you're Russian, you have to join
#PutinShirtlessChallenge (or face oblivion).
Two rules from Putin - no photoshop, no
pumping. Otherwise you're not an alpha.
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Internet maverick Pavel Durov is calling on Russians to take off their shirts in the footsteps

of President Vladimir Putin.

Inspired by photos from Putin’s fishing trip to Siberia — during which the 64-year-old

president undressed — the founder of the Vkontakte website and Telegram messenger service

published a shirtless photograph of himself on Instagram in response.
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My instagram had to seriously step up the game to keep up with the increased competition from Mr.,
Putin’s shirtless photos. If you're Russian, you have to join #PutinShirtlessChallenge (or face oblivion).
Two rules from Putin - no photoshop, no pumping. Otherwise you're not an alpha.

“My Instagram had to seriously step up the game to keep up with the increased competition
from Mr. Putin’s shirtless photos,” he wrote in English.

“If you’re Russian, you have to join #PutinShirtlessChallenge (or face oblivion). Two rules
from Putin — no photoshop, no pumping. Otherwise you’re not an alpha.”

Russians were quick to respond. Within a day of the post, there were more than 360 shirtless
photos — with some Russians clearly taking themselves more seriously than others.
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Here’s a selection of the best ones so far.

Russian politician Dmitry Gudkov:
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HeT, Hy cyiaiTe, Kak-To Bsiio et #PutinShirtlessChallenge Hamo
IIOofilep>KaTh, 1 curTalo. ECTB ellle TOPCHI B PYCCKUX CeNIeHbsIX, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB.
pic.twitter.com/MoPV0iDsGJ

— ImuTpuii I'yoroB (@gudkovd) August 15, 2017
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MpoLnu xopoLume AOXAN 1 Fpo3bl. A N3-3a TOrOo, 4TO #KapToxa y)Ke 3aLBesia - NoJIoTb NPUXOAMNTCA
aKKypaTHO, 4TobObl He CoMaTb, He 3aToNTaTb. He moexan Ha 3TUX BbIXOAHbLIX KynaTbCs, peLlunn B
#capnasneHko nopabotatb. CNuHa y>xe cropena, a Tpasa eweé He 3aKOHYUIACh, NMPULLNOCH CMEHUTb
nosuuwmto ] #PutinShirtlessChallenge
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Masen Lypos npegnoxun aswmob. Ecnm Bbl pycckumin - 6pocbTe BbI30B [yTUHY.
(#putinshirtlesschallenge. He Bce noMyT npu 4yem 34echb §, rpaxAaHUH KasaxcTaHa co CTaTycoM
noctosiHHoro xutens CLUA [J]. A npuTOM, 4YTO S 38 MUP BO BCEM Mupe. [
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#PutinShirtlessChallenge
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[d'0#newtimecoon #mainecoonlove #mainecoonkitty #mainecoonstagram #mainecooncorner
#diegocooncat #mainecooncats #mainecoonlover #mainecoonlovers #PutinShirtlessChallenge
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Poccua n Amepunka - xuTtb B cornacunjjj/1tobosb kK obenm ctpaHam! [J[] #PutinShirtlessChallenge
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#putinshirtlesschallenge

Durov sold his shares in Vkontakte in 2014 and left Russia after running foul of the authorities
and proceeded to launch the encrypted messenger service, Telegram. In recent months, he
once again clashed with the Russian media watchdog Roskomnadzor after it threatened to ban
Telegram unless it officially registered with the Russian authorities.

Durov eventually agreed for Telegram to be registered, but said he would not grant authorities
access to users' data.
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