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U.S. President Donald Trump signed sanctions against Russia into law on Wednesday, in
reaction to its alleged hacking of institutions related to the U.S. presidential election,
according to two White House officials cited by the Associated Press.

The White House announced last Friday that Trump would sign the legislation, which passed
through the U.S. Congress with near-unanimous support. In a signing statement widely
circulated on social media, Trump distanced himself from the legislation.

"While I favor tough measures to punish and deter aggressive and destabilizing behavior by
Iran, North Korea, and Russia, this legislation is significantly flawed," he wrote.

Tensions between the U.S. and Russia have escalated since the U.S. Congress passed the
sanctions last Friday. 

https://apnews.com/272781bb329c472e8cc602ad1cae937f


Moscow ordered the U.S. Embassy to slash its diplomatic staff by hundreds of people in
response. And reports have since circulated through the Russian media that the U.S. Embassy
has responded in turn by rejecting travel visas for Russian applicants, a claim the U.S.
Embassy denies.
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— Abby D. Phillip (@abbydphillip) August 2, 2017

Reacting to news of the signing, the head of the Federation Council's international affairs
committee Konstantin Kosachyov, wrote on Facebook that the only news was that Trump had
"surrendered" to pressure from the U.S. Congress.

"Out of the three options: confronting Congress (by vetoing the law), refusing to sign ("I
don't agree, but there is nothing I can do") or sign, the president has chosen the third
option," he wrote.

"The U.S. has not left any opportunity for constructive cooperation with Russia," he added.
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