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The Siberian cities of Kemerovo, Novosibirsk and Irkutsk have the highest rates of HIV in
Russia, according to the chief of Russia’s consumer rights watchdog Rospotrebnadzor.

Anna Popova, Rospotrebnadzor head, said these regions also faced high-levels of drug use. 

“There are two epidemics in Russia – drug addiction and HIV infections, and geographically
they coincide,” the Rospotrebnadzor head said at a youth forum on July 23.

In September 2016, 854,187 Russians registered as living with HIV. The country's growing HIV
rate differs from much of the developed world, where the number of new cases is falling.
In 2015, Russian health authorities registered 95,475 new HIV cases, and another 75,962
during the first nine months of 2016. 

Alexander Semyonov, head of the immunology and virology lab at the St. Petersburg Pasteur
Institute said this March that the disease was increasingly being spread via sexual contact. 

http://www.rbc.ru/society/23/07/2017/5974a49f9a79476be44ad3db?from=main
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/hiv-epidemic-in-Russia-56214
https://themoscowtimes.com/news/injecting-drugs-no-longer-the-dominating-way-of-contracting-hiv-expert-57430


“Several years ago the average HIV patient was a drug user consuming two or three doses
of heroin every day,"  Semyonov told reporters. "These days it’s entrepreneurs, workers,
housewives, students — ordinary people.”

Related article: Drug Use No Longer Main Cause of HIV in Russia – Expert

Attempts to combat the virus in Russia have been encumbered by a lack of funding. The
Finance Ministry in January this year abandoned a proposal to allocate a four-year rollout of
70 billion rubles ($1.2 billion) to fight the country’s HIV epidemic.

The former head of the Russian Federal Drug Control Service said in 2015 that, “Attempts to
impose [HIV relief] legalization in Russia are not associated with therapeutic objectives… [but
rather] with the political ambitions of the global drug lobby and the economic interests of
pharmaceutical companies.”
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