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Nemtsov Killers' Sentencing Brings Little
Closure

Nemtsov family lawyer criticizes murder investigation for failing to
bring masterminds to justice

By Lena Smirnova and David Kharebov

July 13,2017

(L-R) Temirlan Eskerkhanov, Shadid Gubashev, Anzor Gubashev and Zaur Dadayev, convicted of
involvement in the killing of Russian opposition leader Boris Nemtsov, react inside the defendants' cage
during a hearing at the Moscow military district court, Russia, July 12, 2017. Kirill Zykov / Moskva News
Agency

A man found guilty of shooting prominent opposition politician Boris Nemtsov in view of the
Kremlin two years ago was sentenced to 20 years behind bars on Thursday.

Zaur Dadayev, a former officer in the Chechen security forces, was found to have pulled the
trigger as Nemtsov walked home across Moscow's Bolshoi Moskvoretsky Bridge in February
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2015. Four accomplices were also handed lengthy prison terms.

Nemtsov’s allies, however, criticized the ruling and the investigation saying masterminds
behind the killing had still not been brought to justice.

“For us, this is just the start,” Vadim Prokhorov, the Nemtsov family lawyer, told The
Moscow Times. “We demand that this insolent and unprecedented murder, which took place
literally opposite the Kremlin, is actually investigated and the guilty are punished. This is not
happening.”

Nemtsov, an outspoken reformer, was among Russia’s most prominent opposition
politicians. He served as a Deputy Prime Minister under Boris Yeltsin and was a staunch critic
of President Vladimir Putin.

On the day of his assassination, Nemtsov spoke on the Ekho Moskvy radio station where he
called on listeners to join an upcoming protest against the Kremlin. The opposition politician
was also preparing to publish a report implicating Russian forces in the war with Ukraine.

Related article: The Man Who Definitely Didn’t Kill Boris Nemtsov

“You cannot consider an ordered killing a closed case as long as the organizers walk free,”
Prokhorov added. “Here we did not have not one organizer on the defendant's bench. This
investigation is a fiasco.”

Judge Yury Zhitnikov sentenced Anzor Gubashev to 19 years in a high-security prison and his
brother Shadid Gubashev to 16 years. Temirlan Eskerkhanov was handed 14 years and
Khamzat Bakhayev 11 years, the Interfax news agency reports. The court also stripped
Dadayev and Eskerkhanov of their military ranks and awards.

The defense has said they will appeal some of the court’s rulings.

“Everyone understands perfectly that Bakhayev and Eskerkhanov are innocent,”
Eskerkhanov’s lawyer Anna Byurchiyeva told The Moscow Times. “But law enforcement does
not want to admit it.”

“We expected a pardon,” Byurchiyeva added.

Prokhorov also said there was not enough evidence to convict Bakhayev, saying the
punishment should be directed at organizers of the crime.

The five men, who are all ethnic Chechens, were charged with Nemtsov's death in December
2015. A sixth suspect, Beslan Shavanov, killed himself with a grenade while resisting arrest.

The Gubashev brothers and Eskerkhanov traced Nemtsov's movements prior to the killing,
the court found. Bakhayev provided information and helped the group hide after the murder,
the court was told during hearings.

The men were allegedly offered 15 million rubles ($240,000) to murder the politician.
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Nemtsov’s legal team has said the men on the defendant’s bench were pawns in the
politician’s killing. They claim the masterminds — naming former deputy commander in the
Chechen special forces and Dadayev’s direct boss Ruslan Gereemeev — are being protected by
authorities in a trail that leads directly to the North Caucasus republic of Chechnya and its
leader Ramzan Kadyrov.

The investigation initially appeared to be progressing quickly, but stalled in May 2015 when
the chief investigator working on the case was expectedly replaced.

“This is a very mild punishment,” opposition politician Ilya Yashin, a close friend of
Nemtsov, told The Moscow Times after the sentences were announced. “The case on the
organizers has its separate proceeding, but in reality no investigations are being done.”

“Our task is to make sure that the investigative actions continue and that all people who were
involved in the organization of this murder are behind bars.”

Prokhorov is convinced that the organizers will ultimately be caught and put on trial.

“This chain is not particularly long or complex, but clearly the investigators have something
blocking their way,” Prokhorov said. “The country’s powers are not allowing this case to be
investigated in the proper way.”

“But I am absolutely convinced that this crime will be closed with time,” he added. “A crime
of this magnitude, so well organized, cannot simply sink into the swamp.”
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