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A bill outlining Moscow authorities' controversial demolition program passed its third, and
final, reading in the State Duma on Wednesday. The demolition plans have sparked the
widespread protests in the city in recent months.

Just two lawmakers voted against the bill, one abstained, and 399 deputies voted for it, the
Republic news website reported. Ahead of the vote several dozen Muscovites picketed the
parliament building, demanding the bill be abolished. According to Sergei Mitrokhin, a
politician from the Yabloko opposition party, eleven demonstrators were detained by the
police, including Mitrokhin.

Related article: The Protests That Aren't Going Away

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/04/30/the-protests-that-arent-going-away


Moscow’s Mayor Sergei Sobyanin unexpectedly announced the program in February as an
effort to upgrade rickety, five-story Khrushchevki apartment buildings. The pre-fab
buildings, named after the 1950s Soviet leader, were only designed to last 50 years. Many had
become dangerous to live in, Sobyanin said, and investing in renovations didn't make sense.

Related article: Goodbye, Khrushchev! Moscow To Bid Farewell To Post-War Housing Blocks

It soon became clear that the scale of the program was more ambitious. The bill passed by the
Duma allows Moscow authorities to declare whole blocks of buildings “renovation zones,”
where existing construction standards and regulations would not apply.

In the wake of mass protests, lawmakers introduced 126 amendments to the bill ahead of its
second reading on June 9. These amendments addressed some Muscovites' concerns,
including being allocated an apartment equal in market value, opting for monetary
compensation instead, and contesting demolitions in court. 

Related article: The Great Leveler: Muscovites Unite Against Housing Demolitions

According to the amended bill, owners of apartments in buildings slated for demolition will be
offered apartments equal in size or in market value in the same district. Receiving monetary
compensation will also be an option. Owners will also be allowed to contest demolition in
court.

A building is eligible for demolition if it was designed between 1957 and 1968 and is up to
nine-stories tall.
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