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Kremlin Press Service

The audience of Direct Line, a live question and answer session with President Putin, were
gathered in a health resort outside Moscow where they were briefed on how to behave during
the upcoming show, the RBC news outlet reported June 14.

The guests were divided into groups and asked to read their questions for Putin to “girls from
the television” who “made notes in a notebook,” an RBC source said. Participants were not
guaranteed the chance to ask their questions during the broadcast.

The audience were advised not to drink alcohol or water because the show could last up to five
hours. The audience were also advised not to wear checkered or striped clothing.

“The Direct Line [with Vladimir Putin] is a show, and a show should always be well-
prepared,” an informed source told RBC.

Direct Line with Vladimir Putin is a live question and answer show held annually since 2001 in



which Putin responds to questions from Russian citizens in the audience, through live video,
or submitted by post, telephone or email.

The longest Direct Line was held in 2013 when Putin responded to 85 questions during 4 hours
47 minutes.
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