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Dozens of foreign leaders went to Moscow in 2005 to participate in the Victory Day Parade,
celebrating the 60th anniversary of Nazi Germany’s capitulation to the USSR. U.S. President
George W. Bush, Chinese President Hu Jintao, Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh
Rasmussen, Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder,
Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko, and many more made the trip.

A lot has happened in the past 12 years, however, and Russia’s wars in Georgia, Ukraine, and
Syria have helped isolate Moscow in the international community.
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Just one foreign head of state attended Moscow’s Victory Day Parade this year: Moldovan
President Igor Dodon, marking the first May 9 visit by a Moldovan president to Russia in 15

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/23/victory-day-parade-in-moscow


years.

Dodon was elected last November on a pro-Russian platform, calling for improved relations
with Moscow. This February, at a meeting with European Council President Donald Tusk,
Dodon said better relations with Russia are “absolutely crucial” for Moldova.

In 2015, when Russia celebrated the 70th anniversary of the end of the war, Moscow
reportedly invited 68 heads of state. Two dozen foreign dignitaries attended, including figures
like Zimbabwe ruler Robert Mugabe, Cuban President Raul Castro, and the presidents of the
contested independent republics of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. 

Western leaders largely refused to attend, including U.S. President Barack Obama, Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, and dozens more.
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